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Summary Information

Creator Shaker Historical Society

Exten¥ c ®pcn OdzoSR F¥SSG 6n Ftlid RNI6SNB HpPpéEoy dp:
Abstract This collection of the Shaker Historical Society include maps from the North Union Stiekers

Van Sweringen Company, the F.A. Pease Engineering Company, Earl G. Mead, C. E. Sherman, and the
collection of Frank Myers within the Elizabeth B. Nord Libsand Archives.

Callnumber. The Elizabeth B. Nord Library and Archivesfifest: Cabinet A, Flat Files51

Language The material is in English

Access and Use

Acquisition InformationThese records came to the Shaker Historicalédpéiom 1947 wha the Sciety

was foundedandotherswere added through the years. Future additions to the archives are expected.
Access Restriction&ccess to original images by appointment only. Certain items may be restricted and not
available to researchers. Pleadieect reference inquiries to the Elizabeth B. Ndibrary and Archives

director or Executive Director of the Shaker Historical Society.

Copyright:The Elizabeth B. Nord Library and Archives encourages the use of its archival materials for non
commercialeducational and personal use under the fair use provision of U.S. copyright law. Use or copyrigh
restrictions may exist. It is incumbent upon the researcher to ascertain copyright status and assume
responsibility for usage. All requests for duplicatiovdaise must be submitted in writing and approved by
Elizabeth B. Nord Library and Archives.

Cite asAuthor. Edition. Scale. Series, number. Place of publication: Publisheritdatd#], folder [#], flat

file [#], Map Collection, Elizabeth B. Nord Ligrand ArchivesShaker Historical Socieyate of research.

Biographical Note

Historical Sketch oTTheShaker Historical Society

The Shaker Historical Society was established in 1947 and is@afdgneducational organization

committed to preservinghaker religious history and Shaker Heights developnv&atencourage people to

OSt SoONIXYGS FyR Sy3alr3asS Ay (0KS { Kl F&Nbdobediatingstudenis?2 NB
of all ages, the SHS works to interpret our collections for the beokfesidents and visitors alike. The main
goals of the society are foresene and exhiliicollections of artifacts, documents and photograptts
educatestudents about early life in historic Shaker Heigldsollaborate with the City of Shaker Height

FYR 20KSNJ 20t 3INRdzLJa G2 LINBaASNBS FyR G2 LINRGSO
The society is run by a combinationpsbfessional staff and volunteers.

Biographical Sketch of Frank Myers

In 1969 Frank Myers, the elder sonLafuis and Blanchiglyers donated the housat 16740 South Park Blvd,
Shaker Heights, Oltg be used as a museum. With the house, several maps were added from his collection.
Previous library staff denoted these maps with the name of Frank Myers.
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Biographcal Sketch of Elizabeth B. Nord

As the first librarian and collector of the archives in the Shaker Historical Library (now known as the Elizabet
B. Nord Library and Archives), Elizabeth B. Nord developed the first collections fctéty, including te
map collection.

Historical Sketch of The North Union Shakers

The North Union colony was one of 24 Shaker communities nationwWdé.2 g6y | & G ¢ KS =+ f f
t £ SFradaNEz¢ Ad ¢l a 2yS 2F (GKS trad O2f 2yiwtistaddl® o0 S
Shaker Heights and portions of Cleveland Heightaias established in 1822 by Ralph Russell, a settler and
landowner in Warrensville Townshiand included many members of his family and more than 80 of his
neighbors.

Historical Sketclof The Van Sweringen Company

Prior to the establishment of Shaker Heights, OMantis James Van Sweringen and Oris Paxton Van
Sweringerwere land and building speculators in Cleveland, Ohio. In 1909, the Van Sweringen brothers bega
exercising optionsm 1,399 acres (5.7 km?) of land formerly owned by the North Union Community of the
Society of Believers, better known as the Shakers. Conceived and planned as a garden community similar tc
CFEGAY2NBQa w2flFyR tFN]=Z {KIt$Soghtafterfaddiess. Thiswd2y 06 SO
achieved through a combination of planning, design review, and convengaitef which fell under the

strict supervision of thévVang.

It can be seen through the Van Sweringen maps in the collection that the strextipdafor the new

community used curved roads instead of the more usual grid pattern of streets found in many American
communities. Three treéined boulevards extended eastward into the country. Moreland and Shaker
02dzZ SO NRaQ OSy i $MNidack Betl Bréa plandedzintRrurtias stretcas IRe. Both lines would
share a common route from Cleveland through Shaker Square (recognized as the second modern planned
shopping center in the United States) where they would divide onto their own roulesVans designated
Shaker Boulevard as a grand boulevard of mansions, fronted by gensetiacks from the interurban

tracks. Highedensity luxury apartments were planned for Moreland Boulevard, which was renamed Van

' 1Sy . 2dzZ SOF NR siigstmigydry 2 NJ 2 F GKS OAGeQ

Building in Shaker was controlled by a set of restrictive covenants and building guidelines established by the
Vans and known as Shaker Standards. Shaker Standards prevented the community from being developed ir
any way contrary to how th¥ans intended. Standards limited commercial development, rental property
development, and residence style and size. Standards set roof slope angles, materials, finishes, and garage
placement. All residences were required to be unique and designed by liteatc Zoning maps show that
duplex residences in the community were restricted to designate areas and were required to follow
guidelines designed to give the impression that a structure was a gegiéy home. By 1920, the Vans
controlled more than 4,00 acres in the community, which reached city status in 1931.

From trolley to Rapid to Terminal Tower

In 1913, the Vans established the Cleveland Interurban Railroad, which managed the operation of their
streetcar lines in what is now Cleveland HeightspOlm order to provide convenience to residents of Shaker
Heights, the Vans planned a higpeed interurban styled electric rail line, which was christened Shaker
Heights Rapid Transit and commonly known as the Rapid. The centerpiece of this massies o@sapl
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named Terminal Tower, which was the second tallest skyscraper in the United States at the time of its
completion.

Biographical Sketch of BVan Sweringen and MJ Van Sweringen

Oris Paxton Van Sweringen (24 April 1@¥8vember 22, 1936) and Mantis JasnVan Sweringen (July 8,
1881cDecember 121934) were brothers who purchased the Nickel Plate Roadlder to develop Shaker
Heights, Ohio. They are better known as O.P. Van Sweringen and M.J. Van Sweringen, or by their collective
nickname, the Vans. Theothers came from a farming area near Wooster, Ohio. Neither brother married;
they seldom gave interviews or made appearances in public; however, when they did, it was always
together. An overview of their accomplishments cannot be done separately de/theere inseparable

during their lives. The fortunes of the Vans rose in the 1920s. By 1929, their holdings were valued at $3
billion, mostly as a result of the high valuation of stocks on the New York Stock Exchange. Their house of
cards tumbled when th Great Depression began, causing the Van Sweringen companies to falter in the
1930s.

Historical Sketch of The F.A. Pease Engineering Company

¢CKS FTANNQa RSaAady 62N] F2NI CFHANXN2dzyd . 2dzZ SOF NR |
attention of agroup of land investors that included O.P. Van Sweringen. The investors hired the firm in 1904
to begin laying out streets for the residential subdivisions, the streets of Shaker Heights as designed by F.A.
Pease Engineering fit the model of early twetitieentury design for upper middle class American suburbs.
Rather than laying down a traditional square or rectangular grid of streets, the firm designeihearvi

streets for Shaker Heightahich followed the natural topography of the lapahd attempted to retain as

much of the natural beauty of the land as possible, including wooded areas and streams.

Biographical Sketch of F.A. Pease

When Fred Alwood Pease, the founder of F.A. Pease Engineering Company, died in 1955, his obituary note
thathisengis SNA Y 3 FANY KIR RSAA3IYSR GKS NRIFIR& FyR aidNJ
eastern suburbs. F.A. Pease was born in 1873 in Kingsville, Ohio, a small town in Ashtabula County. After
graduating as valedictorian of his high school class;dme to Cleveland in 1891 looking for work. He was
employed in a number of private firms before landing a job as deputy county engineer for Cuyahoga County
shortly before the turn of the century. In 1903, F.A. left his county job to found the F.A. Begseering
Company.

Biographical Sketch of William Pease

Another prominent member of the firm was William E. Pease (1B¥3), a younger brother of F.A. Arriving

in Cleveland later than his older brother; William was formally trained as an enginee¥ @atte School of
LILJE ASR {OASyOSad ! FGUSNI g2NJAy3 F2N) AaSOSNIf &SIN
brothers to be the principal engineer for the rapid transit line and the Terminal Tower.

Surveyors

Biographical Sketch of Earluthey Mead

The Library has several interesting copies of his blue line maps; including two maps that focus on Shaker
| SAIKGA I NBFa Gb2NIK ! yA2YI 2| NNBYAagGAf{S ¢286yaKka
NEBYSYOSNI AlG Ay (K S diaffing Saif bf $ha Wah Swerthgesa totpagies andl Was actively
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associated with some real estate and railroad projects, which many of the SHS maps describe. Unlike
traditional maps that are more pictorial than textual, Mead was a unique surveyor whoageeeh series of

large blueprint maps that were mainly focused on text. While each map has detailed landforms drawn by
hand,largeblocks of textontributing to the interpretation and explanation bfs views that make his maps

stand out with higersonalobservations of the world around him. Some explanations are simply about the
flIYyRF2NYa 6KAES a2YS IINB Fo2dzi GKS RIFEAf& fAFS Ly
interested in predicting the future as he created a map that dated padttisF SGAYS Ay 2 «a
while his predictions were natlways accuratéhS LINBRAOGSR WSG t | O1a oeé
on some ideas. According to the Cleveland Necrology File, Earl Gurney Mead died in 1970.

0 K¢
GdKS

Biographical Sketch of. E. Sherman

Born in Columbus, Ohio, on #cber28, 1869, Christopher Eli&ermanknown as C. E., graduated from
Central High SchoolinJune 188% R ¢Sy 4 G2 62NJ] Ay GKS CNbrkédinthey /
field for almost twentyyead = YR 60 St ASOSR GKIFI{G ay2 20KSNJ adlads
SadldsS KAad2NRé GKFIY hKA2d® C2NJ KAY alF YFLI Aa | O
attended Ohio State University, earning a civil engineering degree egaarie a professor at OSU. @hio

State University, Sherman was a civil engineering professor and educated the men who surveyed and
developed maps of the new land in the Northwest Territ@ferman believeth the importance of

educating the public and gerating interest in local pblic affairs.Sherman should be recognized for his

work, because the geography of Ohio made this tasking even more daunting than other states. The surveyor
had to hike through heavily timbered swamps, encouimtgmany mosquitos, and even fever. It was not

rare that several survey party members died of either dysentery or malaria. Considering the terrain and the
instrumentation in use at that time, the quality of the surveys performed was quite good. The quantity of the
survey vork completed in a span of ten years is also extraordinary. Without the help aedtdin of
{KSNXYIYY hKA2Qad ReylFrYAO GSNNRG2NE O2dz R y2i KI @S

z

Scope and Content Note

Thetwelve series included in this colléon are [1]Western Reserve; [2] Cuyahoga County and other Ohio
Counties; [3] Lake Erie; [4] Cleveland, Ohio; [5] Warrensville Township, Ohio; [6] Highways of Cleveland,
Ohio; [7] The State of Ohio; [8] Outside the State of Ohio; [9] The Van Swerind&0]Ghaker Heights,

Ohio; [11] East Side Cleveland, Ohio; [12] The North Union Sheikieirsthe Elizabeth B. Nord Library and
Archives.

The strength of the collection is found with both the maps from the Van Sweringen Company and North
Union series. Tése series give a visual historical overview of the involvermed impact the Van Sweringen
brothers had in thedevelopment ofShaker Heights.

Restrictions and Separations

The Executive Director of The Shaker Historical Society may limit access to apmthat have not yet

received necessary conservation treatment. Most of these will be noted in the descriptions below as needing
conservation.

Most maps are in the Elizabeth B. Nord Library & Archives, Cabinet A, flat files, but there are other framed
maps that are part of the Collections of the Shaker Historical Society on display within the museum. These
maps and their locations are noted in the finding aid below.
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Index/Subject Terms

This section includes a list of terms, topics, etc. covered in Hleetam and usually linked to a library catalog
to provide the researcher with materials in similar categories.]
Subjects:

Shaker Heights (Ohiq)Social life and customs

Historic buildingg Ohio¢ Shaker Heights

Historic Ohio

Shakersg; Ohio¢ North Unimn

Shaker Heights (Ohig)History

Shakerg; Ohio

North Union (Ohio)

Shakerg; Landscape

Van Sweringen, Oris Paxten18791936.

Van Sweringen, Mantis James]1881-1935.

Businessmer- Ohio-- Biography.

Related Materials

Researchers interested in thaschive may also wish to consult the following resources in the Elizabeth B.
Nord Library and Archives holdings:

Library Collectioig Most books and periodicals focus on the Shakers of North Union, however there are
many publications on the development 8haker Heights and the history of Cleveland.

Scrapbook CollectiogA collection documenting the local events of Shakers and Shaker Heights created by
local people.

Stereoview Collectiog Stereoviews fronall over the world, some local subjects.

Photo CdEection- contains photos othe Shakers, residents amocal homes and businesses.

Other materials in the historical society holdings may relate to the topics in this archive. See the archivist for
further research assistance.
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Contents List

LocationElizaleth B. Nord Library, Cabinet @lat File#/Folder#):

FF1/F1 Western Reserve

Place

Image

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

Description

The Western Reserve
decorative map

Present Outlines and
Origins of Counties in
the Connecticut
Western Reservelhe
LandTitle Guarantee
and Trust Co.

[NBCard Catalog:
Counties in the
Connecticut Western
Reserve]

The Heckewelder
Map; hand drawn mag
of Northern Ohio from
the WRHS

Dates

No date

No date

1796

13.5"x17"

18"x27"
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1.14

115

1.1.6

1.1.7

The Western Reserve
of Connecticut in Ohio
18001850 inthe Log
Cabin Days; adopted
from the copyrighted
map of Earl Gurney
Mead

The Map of the

Western Reserve
including the Firelands
in Ohio

Map of the Western
Reserve Including the
Firelands Ohio

The Western Reserve
of Connecticut in Ohio
drawn by Earl Mead in
Aug. 1962; detailed
map of life in the
1850s, paragraphs
included all over map
about landscape and
daily life.

1800
1850

July 4,
1823

1839

1850

MME EMm

nnéEP
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1.1.8

1.1.9

1.1.10

1.1.11

FF1/F2 Cuyahoga Cotyrand other Ohio Counties

Place

Description

The Western Reserve
of Connecticut in
Ohio; drawn by Earl
Meadin Aug. 1962;
detailed map of life in
the 1850s1900s,
paragraphs included
all over map about
landscape and daily
life.

The Western Reserve
of Connecticut in
Ohio; drawn by Earl
Mead in Aug. 1962

The Connecticut
Western Reserve Lan
Grant: A Bicentennial
Remembrance drawn
by Kenneth J. Lipstreu
decorated Western
reserve map of
counties.[Print
31/150]

Map of the Western
Reserve between 41
and 42 (photocopy)

1850
1900

1950
2000

1976

nd

‘ Date

40"x50"

nnéEp

17"x23.5"

y ®p €

\&e
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121

1.2.2

1.2.3

Map and Guide of Cuyahoga
County: Historical and other
Points of Interestthreefold
leaflet, with map showing
historical places, information
on historic sites, tablet
markers, and landmarksf
enchantment on inside,
additional brief history and
early scenes in the growth of
Cuyahoga county; by John O
McWilliams County Engineer.

Pictorial Lake County Ohio;
Issued by the Lake County
Centennial Committee in
collaborationwith the Lake
County chapter of the
Western Reserve Historical
Society

The Whitworth Bros Co. Map
of Cuyahoga Countgplor
coded, county map with all
township lines and
subdivisions

1796
1935

1840
1940

1899

Mn dp €

MHE EM
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124

1.25

1.2.6

1.2.7

Road Map Cuyahoga County]
by H.Evers County Surveyor;
The Globe Publishing
Company

Cuyahoga County Road Map|
presented with Compliments
of W.A. Stinchcombplded

leaflet: map on one side with
details about locations on the
other.

Road Map of Cuyahoga
County; Wastinghcomb:
County Engineer; all paved
streets highlighted

Cuyahoga County, State of
Ohio: Cemeteries; WPA
Project66-42-3-232, p3.

1906

1916:;

NBCard
catalog
notes this
mapas
1917.

1917

[19334]

Mp € Em

Mn €& Em

Mc dp €
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1.2.8 Road Map Cuyahoga County| 1934 11"xa7"
State of Ohio; includes routes
from Cleveland Ohio,
commentary added about
driving safely. Description of
roads onverso.
1.2.9 Lake County, map 43 April 1, MT ®p €
1944 p €
1.2.10 Geau April 1, .
2. ga County, map 28 MT ®p €
1944 D £
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